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An introverted space princess is forced to leave her 
home planet on an inter-gay-lactic mission to save 
her bounty hunter ex-girlfriend from the Straight 

White Maliens.

A laugh-out-loud adventure through the far reaches of queer outer space, Lesbi-
an Space Princess showcases the incredible talents of South Australian writers/
directors, Leela Varghese and Emma Hough Hobbs.
Daughter to the flamboyant lesbian Queens of Planet Clitopolis, introverted Prin-
cess Saira is devastated when her bounty-hunter girlfriend, Kiki, suddenly breaks 
up with her for being too needy.
After Kiki is kidnapped by forgotten incels of the future, the Straight White Ma-
liens,  Saira must leave the comforts of gay space to deliver their ransom: her 
royal labrys (the most powerful weapon known to lesbian kind).  Only problem 
is… she doesn’t have it!  
With just a 24-hour window to get her labrys and save Kiki, Princess Saira finds 
herself on an inter-gay-lactic journey of self-discovery that includes encounters 
with a problematic spaceship and a new-found friendship with gay-pop runaway 
Willow.

An animated comedy like no other, Lesbian Space Princess is a riotous, can-
dy-coloured joy from start to finish: a locally-made animation by emerging cre-
atives that embraces LGBTQIA+ and culturally diverse voices, on and off-screen.



Lesbian Space Princess is the product of one lesbian’s lifelong obsession with 
animation, another lesbian’s burning desire to make people laugh and their combined longing 
for stories that are fresh, female driven and and gay AF. This film will be an ode to low-budget 
anime, a hilarious love letter to lesbians and most importantly - heaps of fun.

In a few words Lesbian Space Princess is campy and comedic with a biting 
undercurrent of cheeky and incisive political commentary. Imagine your favourite 
sci-fi movie but with lesbians. Strong comedic voice performances will be the beat-
ing heart of the film. We will put complex queer women of colour characters to the front. 
Authentic casting for LGBTQIA+ characters and people of colour will bring a 
genuineness to the world of Lesbian Space Princess. Original acoustic songs/music will create 
a unique indie twist to the sci-fi genre. 

An unorthodox approach to a low animation budget will make Lesbian Space 
Princess feel expressive and inventive. Our film will visually draw from cartoons such as 
Adventure Time while our editing and coverage will more strongly resemble anime hits like 
Revolutionary Girl Utena. 

As a filmmaking duo we bring our own special skill sets and perspectives to the 
table. On top of being filmmakers, our artistic backgrounds respectively as an animator/
production designer and a musical comedian give us a strong foundation for achieving our 
ambitions of compelling visuals and comedic performances. With such a personal connection 
to the project we bring a whole lotta heart to it. We will create a film that brings an authentic 
new voice that women, the queer community and people of colour deserve. 





At first glance, you probably couldn’t guess that Saira’s 
a princess. She’s what you’d call, “a quiet gay”. On her 
home planet of Clitopolis, a place known for partying and 
fun, no one likes Saira- including herself. Constantly sur-
rounded by big personalities and overshadowed by her 
fabulous and famous parents, Saira believes she only belongs 
on the sidelines of life. 

Adding fuel to the fire are Saira’s consecutive   failures to sum-
mon her royal weapon, the Labrys. If Saira’s going to save and 
win back her super hot ex she better learn how to summon it 
soon! Get it together Saira!

The  one who’s holding back Saira is... 

She’s a lesbian. She’s in space. 
She’s also a princess.

Shabana Azeez
(Birdeater, The Pitt, In Limbo) 



Saira is internally tormented by her Head Monster, a troubling 
being manifested by Saira’s anxiety. Throughout Saira’s quest 
we are transported into Saira’s headspace where the monster  
thrives. With the help of Blade, an amateur psychologist/ 
professional drag queen, Saira  discovers the key to unlocking 
her royal Labrys is held deep within her headspace.



A badass bounty hunter and 
inf luencer. Super hot.

A Gay-pop runaway searching 
for musical inspiration.

Kiki’s favourite person is... Kiki. As a 
queer, WOC she’s always been an alpha 
in The Gaylaxy. 
Confidence comes easy as do opportu-
nities. Kiki thinks she’s more impressive 
than she actual is, she might seem like 
a hot shot bounty hunter but little talent 
lies behind her carefully curated image. 
An expert at charming women she will 
make you feel special until she gets 
bored, which is quickly. Unlike Saira, Kiki 
has an unlimited supply of self love.

Willow  just  wants  to  be  your 
new best friend, she’s ambitious, 
brave and always lets her heart lead 
the way, for better or worse... While 
Willow isn’t the sharpest tool in the 
shed, her creativity is off the charts. 
Unlike Saira she embraces her own 
flaws. Willow
winds up joining Saira on her    in-
trepid quest as this is just the inspi-
ration she needs for her solo debut 
album, also, Saira is kinda cute...

Note: All character pronouns are temporary 
and will be inclusive of trans actors’ 

pronouns when cast. Eg. They/Them. Bernie Van Tiel

Gemma Chua Tran

(Class of 07, Erotic Stories, 
Swift Street) 

(Heartbreak High, Ladies in 
Black) 



Incels of the future, relegated to 
the edge of the universe.

Saira’s reluctant ride from the 
21st Century.

Commandeered by their fearless 
leader, the Straight White Maliens 
long for the good old days when they 
used to be the ones on top. Now they 
can’t even pick up hot chicks! The only 
action they get is staring into the eyes of the 
female characters printed on their Magical 
the Gathical trading cards. Not for much lon-
ger though! With Kiki hostage and Saira on 
the way with her powerful Labrys they will 
finally be able to charge up their chick mag-
net and score!

A relic from the 21st century, the problematic ship thinks 
and says things he definitely can’t get  away with anymore. 
His artificially intelligent personality is unfortunately 
the product of learning the ways of the world from his 
previous racist, homophobic and misogynistic middle aged 
male pilots. By encountering Saira, the ship is given the 
chance to grow and change his problematic ways... Well 
kind of. There’s a lot to catch up on after being switched 
off and abandoned for thousands of years, like when did 
women start driving anyway!?

Aunty Donna

Richard Roxburgh

(Aunty Donna’s Big Ol House of Fun, Aunty Donna’s 
Coffee Cafe)

(Rake, Elvis, Van Helsing ) 



Don’t call your child Blade and expect 
them not to be super into blades!! She’s 
a glamazonian drag queen and a trained 
psychologist but her true calling is... 
weapons! Blade is super keen to help 
Saira summon her labrys, but what’s in 
it for Blade...?

The beloved and celebrated Queens of 
Clitopolis, Anne and Leanne, are fiercely... 
co-dependent; over the years they have 
essentially morphed into the same person. 
They are  the life of the party and take 
Clitopolis’ social calendar more seriously 
than anything, including their only daughter 
Saira.

Jordan Raskopolous

Kween Kong

Madeleine Sami

(The Strange Chores, I Am Woman)

(RuPaul’s Drag Race)

(Deadloch, The Breaker Upperers)



Leela Varghese
Writer/Director

Emma Hough Hobbs
Writer/Director

Tom Phillips
Producer

Tom Phillips (he/him) is an award 
winning writer, director and producer. 
In 2019, he wrote and produced the 
online series Lucy And DiC, which 
has more than 4 million views across 
YouTube and Facebook, won multiple 
awards and was nominated for Best 
Online Series at the 2019 SPA Awards. 
He was announced as one of Screen 
Producers Australia’s Ones to Watch in 
2018. 

Emma Hough Hobbs (she/they) is a 
queer artist from Adelaide. They’re a 
filmmaker, animator and production 
designer. Their award winning short On 
Film was in competition at SXSW Syd-
ney 2023. As a props master they have 
worked on projects such as A24’s Talk 
To Me and Gold starring Zac Efron.

Leela Varghese (she/her) is an award 
winning Australian writer/ director. Her 
most recent short film I’m The Most 
Racist Person I Know was selected 
SXSW Austin 2025 having its world 
premiere in the narrative short compe-
tition. Leela is known for telling joyful, 
fun and impactful queer stories that 
spotlight cultural diversity in Austra-
lia. She is also known for her work as a 
musical comedian, television presenter 
and voice actor.



Q: So “Lesbian Space Princess”... is this a title first situation? How did you come up with the title?

L: Yes haha, I was having a little argument with Em about how she’s always working with other people but never with me- We’re 
partners by the way. Em said, “Well, I don’t see you pitching me anything!” and then stormed off to take a shower. When she 
came out, she said, “I’ve got it—Lesbian… Space… Princess.” Honestly, I said, “That is so ridiculous.” But it just stuck in my head. 
I realised, “Maybe ridiculous is good. Maybe this is something. Maybe I’m ridiculous.”

Em: It really started as just a title, we knew it would be funny and campy, but it was always important to us that it also had a lot 
of heart. We started figuring out the kind of story we wanted to tell and discovered our unconventional hero of the story Saira. 
We pitched the idea to our producer, Tom Phillips, at We Made A Thing Studios. We actually pitched him a few ideas, but he 
immediately said, “Lesbian Space Princess… I’m all in on that one. It has to be that one.”

It always cracks us up that a straight white guy was the first person to truly believe in Lesbian Space Princess and our vision. 
Then, we were incredibly lucky to be selected for the South Australian Film Corporation’s Film Lab: New Voices initiative, it’s 
what made the film possible for us as debut feature filmmakers. It’s an incredible initiative with an emphasis on low budget 
methodology filmmaking that includes support from the SAFC, Screen Australia and the Adelaide Film Festival. It not only gave 
us and We Made A Thing the chance to develop Lesbian Space Princess into a production ready script but to also go straight 
into production. 

Q: What do you hope people take away from the film?

L: We just want people to have some fun and a good laugh. We don’t take ourselves too seriously, and neither does the film.

Em: At its heart, this is a story about self-love and acceptance. We’re both quite anxious people so we wanted to make some-
thing with a main character that struggles with the same things we do and handles them in a realistic way. So many things I 
learnt at therapy manifest in the way Saira faces her world.

Q and A - Filmmakers



Q: What are you most proud of about the film?

L: Our amazing team. We got so lucky with the crew and cast. The film is the product of a very small, passionate group of people, 
and I think that’s why it has so much heart. We even had friends and crew doing little voice parts in the film.

Em: We made this with a near impossible budget for a feature animation project. I’m an animator so I had it in my head that if we 
had a really small team for about a year we could pull it off. So Alice Lam and Cheyenne Maher were our 2 full time animators, 
Madeleine Karutz and Anthony Robinson were our 2 part-time background artists and Jeremy Kelly-Bakker was our compositor 
(among many other things!) and that’s it, that’s the animation team. Working with the team and We Made A Thing felt like being 
part of a little work family. It’s a totally weird way of making animation but it really worked for this project.

L: And we have an incredible cast of beloved Australian comedians and actors. We’re stoked about every single cast member—
they all brought amazing voices to the film. 

Q: Any little easter eggs or anecdotes from the film?

Em: There’s a bunch of hidden animation jokes in the film, Maddie, Ants and I had a lot of fun making each other laugh in the 
creation of the backgrounds. We treated every bare surface as an opportunity for a joke. My favourite easter egg is the dumbest 
thing though, in animation characters tend to have 3 fingers and 1 thumb… and so do all of our characters except for Saira, who 
has 4 fingers and 1 thumb because she’s “good with her hands”. A very elaborate joke with almost no payoff because who’s out 
there counting fingers?! No one, that’s why I’m saying it now. Also her phone keyring is South Australian gay icon ‘The Baba-
dook’.

L: Not so much an easter egg but I’ve worked with Shabana Azeez in almost all of my films, she brought such life and lovability 
to Saira, her voice performance and the little quirks she added still make us chuckle to this day, even though we’ve seen the film 
hundreds of times! She has such a lovable and distinctive laugh, we’re obsessed with it haha.

Q and A - Filmmakers



Q:  Lesbian Space Princess is a genuinely funny film, what’s the secret sauce here?

Em: Well of course, Leela as an actual real life musical comedian brought so much of the comedy bones in the script. When we 
were writing we’d pass the script back and forth between us, we have such different senses of humour we were always trying 
to make each other laugh aha.
 
L: And to bring the jokes to life we always encouraged improv and playfulness in the recording booth. Our cast were all so gen-
erous with what they gave to make the character’s their own. We had so many options and I edited the first pass of the animatics 
so I could really spend a lot of time discovering the treasure in what we had recorded. Animation is a bit scary because you can 
literally combine different takes into what we called frankensteins and you choose the pacing too!
 
Em: Yeah, there’s a lot that goes on behind the scenes. Our editor Ben Fernandez also brought a lot to the pacing, there were 
these brutal 2 weeks where the 3 of us sat in a room and by the end we were so granular with it, we were arguing about the 
difference that 1 frame could make to a joke!

Q: What did you hope to achieve with the film?

L: It’s such a beautiful thing just to even have the opportunity to make your debut feature. We’d been plotting away as short film 
makers individually and really wanted to use this feature film to do bold and new things. I was passionate about writing comedy, 
directing performances, and incorporating some of my original songs into the film. Then in contrast it was amazing to work with 
Em, who is such a talented animator—she has a great style and a deep love and understanding of the medium. I had actually 
never written or directed anything animated before, only live action.

Em: I’m really passionate about women and queer people in the animation space, I’m a big nerd and I grew up just not feeling 
represented on or off screen. Animation has always felt like this boys club and it means a lot to offer up our project to our com-
munities as a small but safe place for other goofballs to have fun. I got to design the characters, storyboard the film, and create 
a whole new world with Leela and the team which is so creatively fulfilling. 

L: So, the film truly became the perfect combination of our combined skills. We were both able to learn new techniques and 
grow throughout the process too.

Q and A - Filmmakers



Leela here, I regularly perform musical comedy. I’m obsessed with writing songs and 
telling stories through music. I could not resist bringing some of that musical fun to 
Lesbian Space Princess.

The script is filled with fresh original acoustic songs that 
will make for an unforgettable soundtrack. The songs 
are vibey and moody with a hint of comedy. They will 
only use guitar and vocals to create a stripped-back 
acoustic feel. Sci-fi is often paired with synth-based 
composing but we will instead almost solely embrace 
the sounds of acoustic and electric guitar. It will feel 
like someone with a guitar is playing along to the film. 

The music will be weaved into the narrative in a unique 
and quirky way much like in the film The Life Aquatic 
with Steve Zissou. In our film all the songs will be 
performed by the character Willow and at the very end 
of the film, we see Saira receive a hard copy of Willow’s 
debut album titled Songs Specifically about Saira.



Publicity: lsp@organic-publicity.com

Production Company: tom@wemat.com.au












